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$1,600,000,000 in transportation cost savings, 
and $289,000,000 in business taxes; 

Whereas the MKARNS contributes to 56,000 
full- and part-time jobs, and 20 percent of all 
jobs in the United States are linked to wa-
terborne commerce supported by the inland 
waterway system; 

Whereas, on average, 11,000,000 tons of com-
modities with a value upwards of 
$4,000,000,000 travels on the MKARNS annu-
ally, with sand, gravel, rock, chemical fer-
tilizer, iron, and steel accounting for nearly 
60 percent of all waterborne commerce; 

Whereas there are 4 designated Foreign- 
Trade Zones along the navigation system at 
the public ports at Catoosa, Muskogee, Lit-
tle Rock, and Pine Bluff; 

Whereas the MKARNS allows for the low-
est-cost and most environmentally friendly 
method of moving goods, with 1 barge trans-
porting the equivalent of 15 jumbo railcars 
and 60 large semi-trailers; 

Whereas, in 2015, the Corps upgraded the 
classification of the MKARNS from ‘‘Con-
nector’’ to ‘‘Corridor’’ on the National Ma-
rine Highway, designated the MKARNS as a 
high-use waterway system, and labeled the 
MKARNS as Marine Highway 40; 

Whereas Congress authorized multiple uses 
for the MKARNS, including navigation, flood 
control, hydropower, recreation, water sup-
ply, and wildlife conservation; 

Whereas, through the end of 2020, Arkansas 
River Basin projects, including the 
MKARNS, are estimated to have cumula-
tively prevented nearly $16,000,000,000 in 
flood damages in the Arkansas River Basin 
region; 

Whereas there are 15 hydropower plants on 
the MKARNS which provide low-cost power 
to 7,000,000 people and produce 2,500,000 kilo- 
watt-hours per year; 

Whereas inland waterways provide many 
recreational opportunities, such as fishing, 
boating, and hiking, and over 4,000 rec-
reational vessels lock through the MKARNS 
and 5,400,000 people visit Corps-operated 
recreation areas along the MKARNS annu-
ally; 

Whereas modernization of the MKARNS 
will empower future economic development, 
promote freight mobility, expand agricul-
tural exports and oil and gas development, 
and relieve congestion on our roads and 
bridges; 

Whereas the increased backlog in critical 
maintenance causes the economic uncer-
tainty of complete navigation disruption on 
the MKARNS, which would cost beneficiaries 
up to $2,000,000 per day; 

Whereas Congress authorized the MKARNS 
to be deepened to 12 feet in 2003, and approxi-
mately 90 percent of the MKARNS is already 
12-feet deep; 

Whereas the capacity of each barge could 
be increased by 200 tons for each additional 
foot of draft, increasing the overall freight 
capacity of the MKARNS by 40 percent and 
resulting in over $250,000,000 in increased 
business sales annually; and 

Whereas Oklahoma, Arkansas, the sur-
rounding region, and the entire Nation have 
benefitted, and will continue to benefit, 
greatly from the MKARNS: Now, therefore, 
be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) honors 2021 as the 50th anniversary of 

the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Naviga-
tion System; 

(2) recognizes that investments in inland 
waterway navigation infrastructure are an 
investment in the long-term strength and se-
curity of the United States economy; and 

(3) commits to completing the deepening of 
the McClellan-Kerr Arkansas River Naviga-
tion System from 9 feet to 12 feet. 

SENATE RESOLUTION 196—DESIG-
NATING MAY 5, 2021, AS THE 
‘‘NATIONAL DAY OF AWARENESS 
FOR MISSING AND MURDERED 
NATIVE WOMEN AND GIRLS’’ 
Mr. DAINES (for himself, Mr. 

TESTER, Mr. CRAMER, Mr. WYDEN, Mr. 
LANKFORD, Mr. LUJÁN, Mr. SCHATZ, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, and Mr. CRAPO) submitted 
the following resolution; which was 
considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 196 

Whereas, according to a study commis-
sioned by the Department of Justice, in some 
Tribal communities, American Indian 
women face murder rates that are more than 
10 times the national average murder rate; 

Whereas, according to the most recently 
available data from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, in 2017, homicide 
was the sixth leading cause of death for 
American Indian and Alaska Native females 
between 1 and 44 years of age; 

Whereas little data exist on the number of 
missing American Indian, Alaska Native, 
and Native Hawaiian women in the United 
States; 

Whereas, on July 5, 2013, Hanna Harris, a 
member of the Northern Cheyenne Tribe, 
was reported missing by her family in Lame 
Deer, Montana; 

Whereas the body of Hanna Harris was 
found 5 days after she went missing; 

Whereas Hanna Harris was determined to 
have been raped and murdered, and the indi-
viduals accused of committing those crimes 
were convicted; 

Whereas the case of Hanna Harris is an ex-
ample of many similar cases; and 

Whereas Hanna Harris was born on May 5, 
1992: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) designates May 5, 2021, as the ‘‘National 

Day of Awareness for Missing and Murdered 
Native Women and Girls’’; and 

(2) calls on the people of the United States 
and interested groups— 

(A) to commemorate the lives of missing 
and murdered American Indian, Alaska Na-
tive, and Native Hawaiian women whose 
cases are documented and undocumented in 
public records and the media; and 

(B) to demonstrate solidarity with the 
families of victims in light of those trage-
dies. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 197—EX-
PRESSING SUPPORT FOR THE 
DESIGNATION OF MAY 1, 2021, AS 
‘‘SILVER STAR SERVICE BANNER 
DAY’’ 
Mr. BLUNT (for himself and Mr. 

HAWLEY) submitted the following reso-
lution; which was considered and 
agreed to: 

S. RES. 197 

Whereas the Senate has always honored 
the sacrifices made by the wounded and ill 
members of the Armed Forces; 

Whereas the Silver Star Service Banner 
has come to represent the members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans who were wound-
ed or became ill in combat in the wars 
fought by the United States; 

Whereas the Silver Star Families of Amer-
ica was formed to help the people of the 
United States remember the sacrifices made 
by the wounded and ill members of the 
Armed Forces by designing and manufac-
turing Silver Star Service Banners and Sil-
ver Star Flags for that purpose; 

Whereas the sole mission of the Silver Star 
Families of America is to evoke memories of 

the sacrifices made by members of the 
Armed Forces and veterans on behalf of the 
United States through the presence of a Sil-
ver Star Service Banner in a window or a Sil-
ver Star Flag flying; 

Whereas the sacrifices made by members of 
the Armed Forces and veterans on behalf of 
the United States should never be forgotten; 
and 

Whereas May 1, 2021, is an appropriate date 
to designate as ‘‘Silver Star Service Banner 
Day’’: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the designation of May 1, 2021, 

as ‘‘Silver Star Service Banner Day’’; and 
(2) calls upon the people of the United 

States to observe Silver Star Service Banner 
Day with appropriate programs, ceremonies, 
and activities. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 198—RECOG-
NIZING THE ROLES AND CON-
TRIBUTIONS OF THE TEACHERS 
OF THE UNITED STATES IN 
BUILDING AND ENHANCING THE 
CIVIC, CULTURAL, AND ECO-
NOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE 
UNITED STATES 

Mr. BROWN (for himself, Ms. COL-
LINS, Mr. KAINE, Ms. HIRONO, Ms. 
DUCKWORTH, Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. DURBIN, Ms. WARREN, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. SHAHEEN, Mr. 
MANCHIN, Mr. BOOKER, Mr. KING, Mr. 
CASEY, Ms. SMITH, Ms. CANTWELL, Mr. 
VAN HOLLEN, Mr. MURPHY, Ms. KLO-
BUCHAR, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Ms. BALDWIN, 
Mr. PETERS, Mr. BRAUN, Mrs. CAPITO, 
Mr. HOEVEN, Mr. PADILLA, Mr. BOOZ-
MAN, Mr. MERKLEY, Mr. YOUNG, Mrs. 
HYDE-SMITH, and Mr. CARPER) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 198 

Whereas education and knowledge are the 
foundation of the current and future 
strength of the United States; 

Whereas teachers and other education staff 
have earned and deserve the respect of their 
students and communities for the selfless 
dedication of the teachers and staff to com-
munity service and the futures of the chil-
dren of the United States; 

Whereas school communities, teachers, 
and other education staff have risen to the 
occasion to support their students and com-
munities amid the significant challenges 
posed by the Coronavirus Disease 2019 
(COVID–19) pandemic, including by— 

(1) coordinating remote and hybrid learn-
ing; 

(2) supporting the mental health of stu-
dents; 

(3) providing meals to students in need; 
and 

(4) distributing technology to students; 
Whereas the purposes of National Teacher 

Appreciation Week, celebrated from May 3, 
2021, through May 7, 2021, are— 

(1) to raise public awareness of the 
unquantifiable contributions of teachers; and 

(2) to promote greater respect and under-
standing for the teaching profession; and 

Whereas students, schools, communities, 
and a number of organizations representing 
educators are recognizing the importance of 
teachers during National Teacher Apprecia-
tion Week: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) thanks the teachers of the United 

States; and 
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